SAAC Core Team Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Monday – September 14, 2009
1115 K Street Conference Room
_____________________________________________________________________________

Present: Kit Boesch (Human Services), Teri Effle (LCAD), Darrell Fisher (LCAD), Sara Hoyle (Juvenile Team), Patte Newman (SAAC), Lisa Olivares (Gambling)  
Kit opened the meeting. 

SAAC Prevention Conference: The speakers and arrangements for the SAAC Prevention Conference are set and plans are moving forward for November 13th. Teri brought the lanyard which will be given out with a memory stick full of data of breakouts and speakers. LCAD will be copying all data onto the memory sticks when it is available. Save the date cards were sent out last week and data for the brochure has been requested from speakers Dennis Embry, Clay Roberts and Sally Zellers. Statewide prevention professionals have been talking about the conference and are eager to share the information with their teams. 

Juvenile Justice: Sara reported that there have been eleven juvenile mediations referred. The mediators are all church volunteers. She said the mediators have 40+ hours of training but don’t have a lot of training on substance abuse issues. Referrals come through Diversion, Probation, and Juvenile Court. With the unexpected high number of mediations, there may be a need for more mediators as we continue.
SPF-SIG Grant: Patte said that LAAPP met last week and everyone was encouraged to join a workgroup. Joy Citta will be heading up the policy and enforcement group, Bob Jergensen (ex PO Pears) will head up Easy Retail Access, Julie Anderson will chair Social Access under 17 and LAAPP is looking for community members to lead Social Access 18 to 25 (which will also look at disorderly house issues) and the Campaign Advisory Committee. 
The consequences survey has been developed with the help of prevention community groups and LCAD staff is talking to various prevention groups and schools to see if we can get them to

participate. Each school sport or extra curricular activity with school sponsorship would be asked

to distribute the survey to parents, students and sponsors/coaches to see if everyone is aware of

rules and policies and if that is being communicated clearly. 

Teri also mentioned that there may be some progress to get North Star involved in prevention efforts.
DFC and Mentoring Grants: Kit received the official confirmation that the DFC grant was approved for the $100,000 for the next year. There was also notice that the DFC mentoring grant was not approved for $75,000 to mentor our communities of color. Kit has asked for the reason for the rejection to see how we can be successful in the future. The hope was that we could use the grant to help groups build their own substance abuse programs based on their individual needs and apply for a DFC grant in two years to fund these projects. The group discussed how we can deal with cultural competency issues and engage these communities. SPF requires cultural competency and prevention staff have worked on a matrix for Native American, Latino and GLBT communities. Kit suggested that LCAD staff, Patte, Sara, Sandy Morrisey, Barbara Grant (Indian Center), Renita Tyrance (LSW) and Khamissa (working with Sudanese immigrants) meet to brainstorm about how we could put together a plan to move forward. First steps could be any of the following: to find local funding,  to run casual informal sessions with a Latino congregation or parents of an ethnic community, to try to work with one or more of the African American churches, or to work through the ELL groups from Catholic Social Services. 
Patte noted that the matching funds for DFC increased to $150,000 this year and wondered how

many programs being funded would meet those requirements through SAAC. LCAD has a $58,000 tobacco funds, $10,000 CHE Spark grant for social marketing and $30,000 with the Indian Center. “Odds Are” will have $35,000, the SAAC conference will get $5,000 in public health and $5,000 in Behavioral Health funds along with $2,500 from Highway Safety. Sara said they have over $100,000 allotted for assessing ungovernable kids, much of which involves substance abuse. 
Treatment Team: Patte announced that the Treatment Team and CSI have been working together. The priorities for next year are being selected right now. Minority Disparities was one

of the issues raised. The other was Alternatives to Incarceration. This was based on a report Kit

worked on that was never presented officially. The idea is to provide treatment, life skills classes or other supports for non-violent offenders in jail for substance abuse or mental health issues.  These people do not necessarily need the setting of a maximum security prison and could benefit from day work release with intensive therapy or outpatient treatment evenings in a less expensive institutional setting. Darrell suggested that the Nebraska Community Corrections Council has a lot of data on this type of program as a start.

The third wish list item is a comprehensive Lancaster County substance abuse report similar to Charlotte Mecklenburg’s Substance Abuse Indicators Report. Since the CSI process identified substance abuse as an issue so broad in scale that it needs special attention, resulting in SAAC, no large report has been done that would include prevention, treatment and criminal justice. Kit thought this might be an opportunity for CSI which could provide funding for a project of this scale and involve Jeff Chambers and Rick Carter.
Cornhusker Place Project: There is nothing to report since last meeting. Resource list and report will be submitted end of September.
Odds Are: Lisa said they have received $35,000 to continue the Odds Are program next year. This is down slightly but they hope it is sufficient to get the curriculum rewritten for 8th grade classes in the school system. She just returned from the Midwest Conference and said we are
doing very well compared with other states like Kansas who would like help in getting started.

The program was shared from Canada to help us and Lisa would like to encourage other areas to 

Implement programs as well. The website took some time to develop but it is currently available at www.theoddsare.org .
Next Meeting: Monday, October 19th at 8:30 a.m. at 1115 K Street.
