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Attendance: Corey O’Brien, NE DEC/NE AGO; Cheryl Rourke & Summer Seuferer, BryanLGH; Mary Barry-Magsamen & Lynn Murray-Smith, St. Monica’s; Jessica Schnell, NE State Patrol; Angela Gebhardt, LPS; Patte Newman, SAAC; Kit Boesch, Human Services. 
Kit thanked everyone for attending.  This is our second meeting and we appreciate everyone’s attendance.  Following introductions, Kit introduced Corey O’Brien from the Attorney General’s office.  Corey staffs the Nebraska DEC team and came to share its history and our affiliation.  He noted that before his 3.5 years with the AG office he was a prosecutor, often for felony drug cases. Of 1500 drug cases a year, very few were Meth; then it was cocaine.  Frankly he said we were very unprepared for when Meth hit this state.  The Meth Task Force addressed Meth Lab response needs.  In 1999 – 2000 they went to Meth labs without any hazardous prevention suits.  Kids were found in the labs and they were given generally to HHS to place with foster care or another family member was found at the time.  Sue Webber Brown, the mother of DEC, began the movement out in California.  Project Harmony (Omaha) developed protocols for dealing with Meth and in 2005 DEC – Nebraska had dollars.  

They were a good model for a DEC team, having both rural and urban areas of concern.  They developed a concise uniform response to children found in drug-endangered environments.  Their first step was a uniform response to the labs themselves. 

Dr. Gregg Wright developed the CHEM-L protocol we use today.  On Nebraska-DEC sits a wide variety of persons involved including: state patrol, AG prosecutor, County Attorney’s Association,  NE Poison Control Center; first responders, Child Advocacy Centers, NE Crime Commission, etc.  He believes using local 1184 teams are the way to keep on top of what is going on.  LB 1199 passed directing 1184 teams to adopt protocols with children in Meth labs.   The CHEM2-L protocols are in the process of being developed and are currently in DRAFT form.  The “drug-endangered environment” would be huge if we included alcohol so it focuses on illegal drugs like manufacturing and trafficking use and abuse of narcotics.  There is still much discussion on when HHS should be called in these situations.  What do the first responders do when other children in the family are not home?  That might be a good question for Todd Rechling at HHS. 

Corey also talked about the discussion taking place here and other places about requiring a test on all newborn babies for illegal drugs.  Discussion followed.  Two sides of the issue say……. (NO) The test itself is not reliable yet.  It will cost too much money.  Many false positives occur. No way to tell how/when the baby actually got the drug; Iowa passed laws like this and is now being challenged.  (YES)  If universally applied it would be fair and educational.  We could immediately respond in the interest of the child. 
(All agreed this would need to be l00% testing or profiling would almost be certain.  
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Today, Nebraska DEC has no funding source.  Nevertheless, it remains having important functions and welcomes our DEC team.  They have our letter requesting affiliation and will discuss that at their next meeting, which is:  the 3rd Thursday of the month; Attorney General’s Offices in the Tier 1 Building on the 5th floor.  They hope to continue to be a NDEC Training Warehouse and resource for issues.  

The group decided to invite Alicia Henderson, County Attorney.  Alicia runs all 1184 teams and would be an excellent addition to our team.  


The National DEC Conference is in Kansas City this year – October 10th – 12th.  The following people expressed an interest in attending but could not afford it.  Kit suggested that they contact Lynn Ayers, Child Advocacy Center for possible scholarships.  Interested were: 




St. Monica’s (2) 




State Patrol  (2) 




Hospitals/County Attorney?? 
Data Collection:  Kit said Lancaster County has been asked to present some data at this conference regarding arrests, children and social services.  She would like to collect the number of drug arrests in Lancaster County (717) from Jan – April 30, 2007; the type of offense, amount of drug; number of children in the home, and what happened to them in HHS.  We will see how difficult this information is to collect and analyze.  One piece of data she is sure of is there are 46 open cases of child abuse and neglect and ¾ of them are drug related.  Capt. Brian Jackson has been very helpful from LPD.  

Corey will send us the draft of the Exposure Protocol for our review and comment.  Kit will collect as much data as possible between now and the conference.  

Chairs for Lincoln Lancaster DEC were sought.  Captain Brian Jackson, LPD and Lynn Murray Smith, St. Monica’s were highly recommended.  Lynn has said yes, Brian will be contacted this week.  Congratulations!!!!!  We thanked Corey O’Brien for attending and for all his “gifts” and made the open invitation to attend anytime.  

Meeting was adjourned.  
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The next DEC meeting will be October 18, 2007 (with a light lunch) from 11:30 – l:00 PM at Kits office 1115 K Street.  As this will follow the DEC Conference, we will have a report on that.  Reminder – if you want scholarship assistance, please contact Lynn Ayers.  

Respectfully submitted, 

K.M. Boesch, Human Services 

Lincoln/Lancaster County SAAC Coalition

