SAAC Core Team Meeting – Revised Mintues
8:30 a.m. - Monday – August 3, 2009
1115 K Street Conference Room
_____________________________________________________________________________

Present: Kit Boesch (Human Services), Sara Hoyle (Juvenile Team), David Humm (Tobacco Free Nebraska), Patte Newman (SAAC), Joyce Schmeeckle (SAAC Evaluator), Linda Major (UNL), Angela Williams (Faith Partners); and Teri Effle (LCAD).  Excused:  Darrell Fisher (LCAD) and Lisa Oliveras (Odds Are…).

Kit called the meeting to order, thanked everyone for coming, noted that Darrell had a funeral to attend, and Joyce would be a little late.


We began the meeting with the Prevention Team Report.  Patte reported on the SAAC Conference. She said we have 3 speakers are all shored up:  Sally Zellers, Clay Roberts and Dennis Embry.  They are outstanding and we are looking forward to a great conference.  We have added two other break outs: A faith-based presentation and the “Odds Are… Youth Gambling Prevention”.  Linda asked if there was any information or any tracks for the colleges and we said, no. But the speakers that are presenting are from places like The Paxis Institute, The Search Institute and CADCA, so that surely college people would have an interest.  Linda said she would share that information.  Perhaps next year we could work collectively and collaboratively on a college track where the focus would be ages 18-25.  All said that would be an outstanding idea.  The Lincoln Conference is being planned for November 13, 2009, at the Downtown Holiday Inn and will run from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.


Teri Effle presented information on the SAAC Coalitions.  She said Northeast High School is on board big time.  They threw a Block Party with substance abuse as its focus topic and over 200 people attended.  They worked through their student council, which seems to be a very successful plan.  Teri said they are thinking of more data collection by using student councils around the city. Currently we have 9 adult coalitions, 1 youth coalition and 1 leadership coalition.  The only public school not on board is NorthStar.  We proceeded to discuss making various connections to the administration there in hopes that they can come on board in 2010.  Parkview and Lincoln Lutheran have indicated an interest.  Another group we need to interact with is Lincoln Christian.  To date, that has been unsuccessful.


Sara is not able to attend until later, so Kit and Patte tried to cover her information.  Kit mentioned that the 16 people who had been trained to do mediation are being utilized.  There are 3 mediations that have been completed.  Everyone seems very satisfied including the juvenile judges.  From now on we will encourage probation, and the juvenile judges, to put mediation into the actual court order when appropriate.  At the last criminal justice juvenile team meeting, Pam Robinson from Student Services at LPS attended and discussed the transitioning students back into school after having been in treatment centers or in various detention centers.  Investigator Dalton from the LPD Narcotics Unit attended the Juvenile SAAC Meeting and presented information on Ecstasy and pharmaceutical drug use among youth in Lincoln.

Kit mentioned that there is a DMC Committee and the purpose for that committee. She also noted that there was a community conversation about the criminal justice system working with ethnic minorities here in Lincoln and Lancaster County. I think we could summarize it by saying it did not go well.  Basically it became a dual conversation between several members of the audience who were definitely not happy with how law enforcement and the county attorney operated.

Patte said that it was also important to note that funding for group homes in this community ceased on July 1, 2009.  Some treatment centers and regular treatment group homes that had people in them won’t even be covered as of that time.  The fact that Medicaid will not cover the costs of treatment in group homes is very upsetting.  We are in the process right now of asking for clarification of those rules and will bring that clarification to our next meeting at the Core Team.

Patte talked about treatment news.  She said that CSI (the Human Services Planning entity for Lincoln) has talked about the relationship of the new jail and how they will handle substance abuse and mental health for ages 18-25. Patte asked Linda Majors if she saw minority student issues regarding substance abuse on campus.  Discussion followed.  The summary is that while the major problem on campus is substance abuse, it is not necessarily the major problem for minority students.  In fact, many of the minority students have problems with substance abuse in their families, not with themselves.  Kit asked about the international students.  She said that most of the international students are older graduate students.  Those that are coming over now as undergraduates are predominately Chinese and thus far, she has not seen misuse of alcohol among those populations.  We did talk about needing support programs to work with minority students. Patte also mentioned that there are 2 conferences coming up on August 5th and August 6th, and we could have an opportunity to talk about treatment techniques, particularly with Native Americans.  The conference is the Missing Links Conference.  If you need more detailed information to attend, please contact Kit.

Angela presented the Faith Partners update. She said that she and Mark Pomeroy from Christ For the City International are now working together.  They are examining the churches that he works with and he knows the 8 churches that went through Faith Partner training.  She has also been in contact with Drew with the Faith Partners program in Texas.  He will probably be coming to Gage County to do a seminar, but she is not sure, nor are we sure what our role would be with that seminar or what it would cost us.


We then opened discussion for the roles of congregations and their importance in substance abuse prevention work.  It was mentioned that they play different roles. On one hand, some hold space available for NA and AA meetings to happen, but they don’t really participate.  Others have Celebrate Recovery Programs that are very active.  Others provide youth programming and they don’t target substance abuse, but the programs they do are very, very important. Several congregations were mentioned as well as university campuses who provide youth trips, mission trips, and other activities for youth.  We suggested talking to City Impact, because that to is a very important agency working with youth.  Mark Pomeroy has been asked to serve with LAAP and we believe that will be a very good connection.

The Odds Are…Youth Gambling Prevention report was to be given by Kit as Lisa is not here today.  Lisa will be presenting the Odds Are… activities in St. Louis and they are working on an LPS curriculum to actually go before the school board for approval on the Odds Are…  If it gets approved, it could then go into 8th grade science, math and health classes.  Joyce noted that the grant is officially over in July.  Kit said, yes she knew.  We are requesting an extension to spend out the monies that they now have.


Linda Majors then presented the work plan for LAAP. I think there was only one word spoken.  Wow!  This appears to be either the most ambitious work plan the group had ever seen or the craziest.  The target age group is 18-25 and the plan includes final strategies designed to impact impaired driving, including a reinvigorated designated driver campaign and collaboration with a broad coalition of stakeholders. Linda mentioned that a target population they really would like to work with are ages 18-25 non-students.  They have received permission to use the DMV database.  They will survey 8 counties, including Lancaster County.  They will over sample Lancaster County, so that maybe we could take a look at some subpopulations of people of color or kids of certain ages or geographic demographics.  The DMV study will take place in Fall of 2009.  This will cost a little bit more than the SPF-SIG grant allows, but the University received a USDA grant and they hope to put $15,000 more into this research.  There has also been a letter sent out to first year students that strongly expects them to complete an on-line survey before coming to campus.  There are 4,000 new students coming to UNL and after only one week of the letter going out, over 1,500 students had responded.  At this rate, they anticipate and 80-85% return.  Not only is this an excellent idea, but it is also data that could be used to talk to high school kids. It only takes 5 minutes to take. They are also developing a similar on-line survey for parents of college students.

Linda also mentioned a brand new impaired driving simulator, a car.  You get into the car and everything happens in this vehicle.  The car is stationary while the person is in it.  The car itself can be rotated around a community.  You could use it at youth programs, non-profit organizations, LPS, different companies and industries in town.  It sounds absolutely wonderful.  The down side is that a 2 day rental cost of this car is $1,500 per day.  Linda is looking at two options: getting a company in town to underwrite such a project; or purchasing a car for the community so that we could use it all year long at a much lower cost.

Patte gave an update from the Compass Project with Cornhusker Place.  The spring data collection has been done.  They have a meeting scheduled to review that data.  All the Meth 360 information has been transferred from Kit’s office to LCAD. At this point, they are scheduling any and all community presentations.  The research segment of our responsibility to the Compass Project is the research on other communities.  This is due September 30, 2009.  Currently, there is a resource list of other city activities being created.  Linda asked if we knew that Nebraska is one of the few states in the nation that does not require notice for buyers of real estate to be advised that the property has been used as a meth lab. Discussion followed. Several years ago Senator Aguilar pushed for a law to ensure safety of anyone inhabiting property after a meth lab is found. The regulations drafted were finally adopted several weeks ago. However, realtors did not want any notice of hazardous materials mandated in sales records. Instead, it is up to local health departments to work with law enforcement to clear a meth home after clean-up.  This is worrisome, but if the Health Department simply chose not to okay the house until it was okay to live in maybe this is sufficient.  Dave will ask Scott to put this discussion on the Lincoln/Lancaster County Health Department agenda for further discussion in part to clarify the role and responsibilities of the local Health Department.


Dave then gave a report on Smoke Free Nebraska.  He said they do compliance checks on sales to minors and the results are good news.  In January, there was 17% of people who sold cigarettes sold them to minors.  From March through May, this was below 10%, which is very good.  The average for that period of time was 8.7%.  The yearly average is 11.3%, just slightly above that 10% mark.  10% is something that you shoot for, because if you have 10% or less out of compliance, it generally also means that you have fewer teenagers who are buying cigarettes.  Dave said they also visited 213 county businesses with prevention education talking about the new law and giving them materials.  To date, only 3 reported complaints have come into Lancaster County.  Statewide, there were 40 complaints. They also have a mini grant to work with Southeast Community College.  SECC is looking at the possibility of having a smoke free campus policy.  In the meantime, they are doing brief interventions.  One was called, the cold turkey exchange.  In this brief intervention, volunteers go out and give “quit kits” which are composed of small gifts and lunches of cold turkey and information about how to quit smoking.  They then followed it up with an email follow up.  There was a lot of discussion on the potential success of such an intervention.  Dave then shared some statistics with us.  Nationally, 71% of the people who smoke want to quit, 45% of those have actually tried to quit. In Lancaster County, 79% of those who smoke want to quit and 64% have actually tried to quit.

Teri Effle announced that the Youth Council presented to City Council about the illegal posters put around the city regarding alcoholic beverages.  The law says that you cannot put posters on signs or totally cover up windows with alcoholic beverage solicitation.  These signs are being put up in part by the actual dealers themselves, not the store owners.   The presentation was outstanding and the kids got immediate feedback. They now have a partnership with Building and Safety from the city.  The kids are writing letters to the store owners asking them to comply with the law and take the sheets on the windows down or to take the signs on the poles off.  If this happens, they will follow it up with a “thank you” letter for being a good community citizen.  If it does not happen, they will then report them to Building and Safety.  This is an excellent project, because of the 15 active kids, it puts them in teams of 3, and gives them all an ability to participate. It also enables teens from the county to be able to go do the same thing.

Next Meeting:
Date:  Monday, September 14, 2009

Time:  8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Place:  1115 K Street, Suite 100, Conference Room

On the Agenda we will have a discussion on our 2010 Conference on Medical Marijuana, as well as having an evaluation report from Joyce.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kit Boesch, Human Services Administrator

Note:  All written activity reports are on file.  Should you request one, call Erin at:  441-4944.
