Lincoln/Lancaster County-DEC Team- Meeting #1
Substance Abuse Action Coalition (SAAC)
July 24, 2007

Attendance:  Kit Boesch, Human Services; Becky Wild, Lincoln Public Schools, Summer Seuferer and Cheryl Rourke, BryanLGH Medical Center; Lynn Ayers, Child Advocacy Center; Steve Rowoldt, Adult Probation; Danny D. Wright, Lincoln Fire Dept.; Jessica Schnell, NE State Patrol; Patte, SAAC; Dennis Keefe, Public Defender.  Excused:  Jodi Allen, NE HHS and Judge Roger Heideman.

Kit thanked everyone for coming.  She opened with a brief history.  The office of Human Services, in partnership with SAAC, CHE and LAP have put together the Meth Strategic Plan for Lincoln/Lancaster County.  It will come out in August.  During this 10 month process, a regional meeting on Meth was held in Iowa to examine priorities in about a six state region.  Lori Moriarity gave a presentation on Drug Endangered Children that was eye opening.   As a law enforcement officer at the scenes of Meth labs, there was a startling revelation that agencies serving children found in Meth labs were very unprepared to do so.  The data and impact was startling and Bruce Prenda (Lancaster County Attorney’s Office) and myself came back ready to begin a DEC Team.  When we got back, we discovered there was one at the State Attorney General’s Office.  Lynn Ayers served on the NE DEC Team since it creation several years ago.

Lynn gave synopsis discussing the state DEC’s origin and purpose.  She prefaced it with the fact that she has not been involved with them for over a year.  They created by-laws (we have a copy) to identify the focus of the DEC Team.

The focus, while it should be broader than Meth, was largely on children found in Meth labs and how first responders appropriately respond to this.  Lynn said protocols were developed around CHEM-Labs but do not appear to have been used very well.  The protocols issued are very long and not user friendly.  LPD follows some of them but generally speaking, a lot is not happening.

Lynn said they were looking at a DEC II for children “just exposed” but not living in a Meth lab.  She said they also needed to examine drug screens on newborns and protocols for when you need to drug screen and when you do not.

Lynn said two observations on NE DEC were:

a)  The drug culture and the child welfare culture are not integrated.  They do not have 

the same language, know little about each other yet have a similar purpose at the table.

b)  While NE DEC were a distinguished group of people, we (Lincoln/Lancaster Co.) 

     need worker bees who will take on the nuts and bolts of creating change.
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QUESTION:  Does anyone know what NE DEC is working on now?  All agreed we need to have an update on the current NE DEC and will ask them to come to our next meeting.
Kit asked the group if they could accomplish something in the next 12 months, what it would be.  Discussion followed.  Conclusion was the following—

A) Get existing CHEM-L Standards out locally.

B) Examine conducting pros/cons of universal drug screening on newborns in hospitals.  (Suggestions for self-education-Dr. from Des Moines or rep from Children’s Hospital.)

C) Identify and collect more detailed data regarding Drug Endangered Children.

Given that, these are our tasks for the next 10-12 months, who else needs to be here? Discussion followed.  All agreed the County Attorney’s Office, Lincoln Police Department, and the Lincoln/Lancaster Co. Health Dept. are critically important to have at the table.  In addition, they suggested Mary Barry-Magsamen (St. Monica’s) and Joan Anderson (Lancaster County Medical Society).  Kit will send out invitations.

Regarding a chair, those in attendance agreed to seek that person out at our next meeting.  Kit agreed but said by the end of the meeting that will be a priority.  The group agreed to meet monthly as we educate ourselves.  
Kit noted the fourth annual DEC Conference will be held on October 10-12, 2007 in Kansas City.  She plans to attend and hopes others can also.  If you go on the national website for DEC, you can get conference information and registration forms.
Kit asked for permission to submit a letter of request for affiliate status with the state.  All agreed she should send in the letter.

The next meeting is— September 13, 2007




     10:30—Noon




     1115 K Street-Suite 100




     (H.S. Conference Room)

(2)  Handouts:  National Protocol for Medical Evaluation of Children Found in Drug Labs

· NE DEC By-Laws

(3)  Attachments:  Agenda



        Copy of Affiliate Letter


        Roster

