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Minutes
July 13, 2009
1:00 a.m.

Centerpointe 2633 P Street
1. Attendance:  Jerome Barry (Independence Center), Jay Conrad (Houses of Hope), Susanne Cramer (LCAD), Julie Fisher-Erickson (Lutheran Family Services), Topher Hansen (Centerpointe), Malcom Miles (Region V Sytems/CSI), Cheri Miller (Cedars), Patte Newman (SAAC), Dean Settle (CMHC), Cheryl Turner (Child Guidance Center), Ann Vogel and Sarah Cox (DHHS/DBH)
2. Update on Homeless Report

Copies of the Homeless Report were distributed for comments. Malcolm said each coalition needs to take a look at what the can do to impact the numbers shown in the report, e.g. Basic Needs Coalition is talking about holding a fair for caseworkers. Dennis Hoffman from Centerpointe and Travis from CMHC will help Missy look at Behavioral Health needs. 
Topher noted that the most cited reason listed for homelessness is substance abuse and suspects many others things are related to that one issue. Jerome agreed that 80% of criminal activity is related to substance abuse. Both agencies see similar lists from people they 
treat. Dean said they are running out of homeless flex funds and they have critical needs.  Dean said their wait list is up 13% and the homeless wait list is up 22%. He said there are more people living in cars and without their medications and are starting to feel without hope. He suggested the issue needs to be put on the provider agenda. 

3. Next Steps for Behavioral Health Homeless Analysis

All agreed that the data needs to flesh out the real causes of homelessness. Topher suggested finding funding to get someone to tighten up the information to get to those causes in Lincoln. The local paper is interviewing people for a story or series of stories on homelessness which may raise awareness of the problem in the community which is a important goal of CSI. The OWH did a short article last week which is attached.

4. Potential CSI Impact Area

Malcolm said the CSI Impact Areas for this year were listed as homelessness, hunger and the stronger safer neighborhood project. He said other groups have made suggestions for next year which include Minority Disparities regarding education and healthcare. Payday lending 
and transportation were also mentioned as topics that affect all four CSI coalitions (Basic and Emergency Needs, Child and Youth Development, Stop Abuse and Behavioral Health). Dean

said tomorrow will be ground breaking for a new jail. He would like to ensure that treatment for substance abuse and behavioral health within that facility is addressed and  issues raised to address recovery on release. He is also concerned about the lack of programs and funding for sex offenders. He said there must be state funding, not city or county or expectations that it be absorbed in existing behavioral health monies. He said there are 500 new offenders who need assistance with housing and employment, not just clinical treatment but total management. He suggested that a bill introduced two years ago by Hudkins to pilot training and treatment was not expensive but only hundreds per month. We need to make sure kids aren’t harmed again. He also thought an emphasis on kids who age out of the juvenile system and transition from 16 to 25 would be a good suggestion for impact on the community. Julie suggested trauma.

Dean said that a meeting was held last week arranged by Missy to discuss the new jail. Attendees included Dean, Topher, Missy, Rick Carter, Mike Thurber, Phil Tegler and Bernie Heier. They discussed what the program planning would look like, whether there would be a commitment to expand that and how people could be transitioned out of the facility. He thinks we need to build those relationships now so they can formulate a coordinated response with all partners and get the problems solved now. Julie wondered if the data from Eliminate the Wait, along with readmissions to detox might be a start. If 60 to 80% of those jailed are substance abuse related, compiling data on how many are jailed for non-violent substance abuse problems would give a start on why we have overcrowding  The group needs to identify the issues, talk about interventions that could work and offer solutions. 
5. Agency Updates

- Lutheran Family Services is offering an alcohol education class once a month.

- Cedars has completed their new shelter.

- SAAC has been awarded SPF SIG funding from the state for county wide prevention efforts. UNL will take on issues with high risk and binge drinking and LCAD will work on underage prevention efforts with an emphasis on consequences and working with parents. LCAD received a $40,000 grant to work with LPS and the Indian Center on Cultural Competency Training. They also were awarded a SPARK grant from CHE to work on social networking sites.

- CMHC has their sex offender grant extended to June 2010.  The annual August Arts Festival previously held at the Loft will now be at a total of six Haymarket venues for the entire month.

Dean also reported that Captain Wright is looking at an emergency response plan similar to a crisis TASC team. 

- Independence Center continues working on their capital campaign. Their Juvenile Justice drug court contract was renewed. They had the busiest quarter in the past 15 years possibly in part from Iraq and partially from the economy. 

- Ann announced that Sarah will take over for her in attending meetings. Sarah has a bachelor’s degree in social work and will complete her Master’s in August.

6. Other Business: Upcoming Events
- August 5: Improving Behavioral Health Outcomes by Honoring Native American Traditions

   Cornhusker Marriott – 1 to 5 p.m., Registration $20 to 30.

- August 6: Missing Links III: Improving Health Through Creative Care. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

   Cornhusker Marriott, Registration $50 to $60 
- October 30: Pat Stryker on Buphynofrine at Independence Center, all day

- November 13: SAAC Prevention Conference, Holiday Inn – 8 to 8, Registration $ 65 to $ 75

7. Next Meeting: September 14, 2009 – 1:00 – 2:30 p.m., Centerpointe

