SAAC Core Team Meeting
with LAAPP
8:30 a.m. - Monday – May 24, 2010
1115 K Street Conference Room
_____________________________________________________________________________

Present: Kit Boesch (Human Services), Joy Citta (LPD), Julie Erickson Fisher (LFS), Sara Hoyle (Juvenile Team), Dave Humm (Chronic Disease Coordinator LLCHD), Linda Major (UNL), Sandy Morrissey (Region V), Patte Newman (SAAC), Teri Vosicky (LCAD).
Guests: Jim Mosher and Michael Sparks

Linda opened the meeting. Since the SAAC Core meeting was set up already, Linda and Patte decided to use it to let SAAC and LAAPP members know what was happening with more general environmental strategies and policy issues in Lincoln.
SPF-SIG / LAAPP Policy Initiatives: Linda explained that Jim and Michael were brought to Nebraska a couple months ago by Project Extra Mile to look at Omaha policies. At that time
they met with a variety of Lincoln leaders to assess how our alcohol policies are working. Omaha neighborhoods fought to limit the numbers of alcohol outlets in their community and were successful locally but were overruled by the Nebraska Liquor Commission. Jim Mosher wrote an analysis of policies based on Nebraska law and found that Lincoln used local zoning and special use permits that had not been challenged which might be helpful to Omaha. The broad application by Walgreens for liquor in every store in both Omaha and Lincoln was one issue that increased concern. The other was a troublesome outlet in Orchard Hill which the neighborhood lobbied the Omaha City Council to close. That was overruled by the Nebraska Liquor Commission and ultimately went to the Supreme Court which reversed that decision. Omaha neighborhoods are dealing with some very bad outlets and in some cases neighbors have moved to get away from problems. They want to expand on Lincoln policies and try to regulate the numbers of outlets. There is a correlation between numbers of outlets and responsibility. 
The second issue is that with the West Haymarket arena and expansion of that area, we would like to have a vision as to how that will look to shape that retail environment to be a vibrant, family friendly destination. The intention is to educate Lincolnites that creating a positive environment that serves the needs of the community will not just happen, it must be created. Since 56% of the population voted their approval, part of that continuing campaign must be to implement that vision. Tailgating has been somewhat problematic with several large parking lots for football games. If there is an increase in sports events which encourages more tailgating and wholesale giveaways of alcohol, finding a way to regulate those activities should be proactive and not after the fact.

The third issue Sparks and Mosher are working on is certification for bar owners. Oregon has incentivized mandatory management training and has found some success.
Several issues were raised as to how to encourage responsible policies in the new arena and environs. Performance standards for existing restaurants and bars could encourage “morphing” of

some locations into a more family friendly atmosphere. Responsible Beverage Service should be required for anyone serving alcohol. At some Haymarket baseball games, volunteers are allowed to sell, as fund raisers for their organization. Requiring mandatory training might be helpful to prevent overservice, to check IDs and to encourage appropriate advertising. If the City writes the contracts for this arena, these are items that need to be negotiated up front. 

Finding a broad base of individuals to advise those making the decisions needs to happen now. Those individuals must include public health officials, police, planners and urban development to ensure that all aspects of development are well thought out with three major concerns; special use permit extension (for activities like tailgating), decisions within the arena and working with any service clubs.
Sparks and Mosher suggested that a survey be done to assess what elements are important in this arena development. Their understanding was that the demographics of the vote were difficult to assess except that there was a strong push to get out the young vote. Finding out what the public expectations are for this new development should happen quickly so that the project is a community project. Sparks has information on how NOT to plan an arena and where it has been done badly and it was suggested that information is found on Qwest and the Mid-America arena
to see how they address similar issues.

The group discussed the state’s proposed legislation to allow liquor in state parks. Since local control is not possible when dealing with state property, Mosher suggested that either each park be allowed to determine whether it is the right decision for that location or that alcohol use be tied to the state parks permit to still all some control.
Medical Marijuana: Sparks and Mosher were asked to touch on the issue of legalization of medical marijuana.  L.A. has 1000 dispensaries and is out of control. There is a menu board of items, like a coffee shop. Locations that have legalized medical marijuana without planning have huge problems. In New Mexico there is one source in the entire state with one vehicle to obtain it. In New Jersey there are no dispensary level operations. In places like Colorado and California and many of the other 14 states, falling to the argument of economics, things have gone crazy with crime and violence. The key is to regulate availability and the pot docs. Both felt it is a huge prevention issue because preventionists need to shape the structure of the debate. The discussion needs to delink the “war on drugs” and talk of jail sentences and see where it intersects with health concerns. Santa Cruz is the mecca for medical marijuana and people who are dying are going there. The discussion needs to be held to get the issues out there.
Next Meeting: Monday, July 19 at 9 a.m. at 1115 K Street.
Please note – Human Services MAY be moving so we will keep you updated as to where this meeting will be held as/when things evolve. 
