SAAC Core Team Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Tuesday – April 6, 2010
1115 K Street Conference Room
_____________________________________________________________________________

Present: Kit Boesch (Human Services), Julie Erickson Fisher (LFS), Darrell Fisher (LCAD), Nancy Folkerts (TAP), Sara Hoyle (Juvenile Team), Dave Humm (Chronic Disease Coordinator LLCHD), Patte Newman (SAAC), Joyce Schmeekle (Evaluator) 
Kit opened the meeting. 

General SAAC Information: Patte said that community group assessments were finished and the summary with recommendations is ready for discussion at this month’s PLT meeting. Kit has prepared a powerpoint for a Strategic Thinking Session to discuss how all the pieces fit together and how to keep moving forward. 

Meetings to discuss a Recovery High concept continue. This topic was brought up about ten years ago along with discussions about focus schools. The idea is to provide a safe environment for kids in recovery from substance abuse who cannot go back to the same school. 

A meeting was held last week with Michael Sparks and Jim Mosher from California who were asked to come to Nebraska by Project Extra Mile. They are looking into how policy changes can be used to help regulate alcohol density, holding special permit holders to performance standards. Those discussions will also continue.

Prevention Team: Darrell reported that Parent forums will be taking place this month at a variety of schools; East on cyber or cell bullying, Waverly on Sexting and prescription drugs, LSE on prescription drugs and distracted driving. Prom campaigns are starting this week. Raymond Central won the poster contest with a lot of interest from many schools and a very tough choice of picking the best. LHS is offering ten youth scholarships identified by LHS staff to pay for dresses, flowers and prom tickets for kids who might not be able to afford it on their own. Graduation letters will go out from LSO and LPD as they have in the past. East and LHS are conducting pledge drives for alcohol free graduation celebrations. LCAD and CSI attended a two day 40 developmental asset training in Omaha. LSW is conducting the sports consequences survey for the SPF project.

Odds Are: Kit noted that Tyler Rechard is the new coordinator for Odds Are and they will be getting the curriculum into the 9th grade health classes in LPS. Since it is related to substance abuse he will be contacting rural prevention groups and schools to see if they are also interested.

Perhaps this would be a prevention program worth showing to the Leadership Team at some point. 

Juvenile Justice: Sara said the treatment providers and those working in Juvenile Justice continue to collect data for a comprehensive Lancaster County substance abuse report. These include numbers of probation, violations, school referrals and suspensions and other data to get

a good snapshot of what is happening in Lincoln/Lancaster County. Patte explained that the idea is to have a good supply of accessible data that could be picked up immediately when a grant opportunity with a short deadline comes up. 

Sara said Sara Gosha from HHS will be updating the group Thursday on how the contracts with the state are working. Since Cedars just pulled out as a provider based on insufficient funding she

felt the topic is very timely.

Sara added that a Woods Grant was written for prevention activities for kids in Boy Scouts. Working with this age group might be very helpful since they have badges that reinforce prevention messages. Patte asked if this might be an opportunity to join next year’s DFC goals of trying to inspire younger groups hearing from adults who love their jobs in trades industry like carpentry or wood working or working on cars. Sara said part of it would be matching Kiwanis to act somewhat as mentors in that type of capacity.

Treatment Team: Julie reported that some agencies have wait lists and others do not. Things have not changed in the treatment field. She pointed out that hospital certification that is being discussed in the Legislature currently will have an impact on mental health issues as well. She pointed out that as private providers take the choice cases that it does not always work out well for low income individuals or providers that have to provide coverage for insufficient compensation.

LAAPP: Patte circulated the flyer which will be in the Lincoln Water mailings over the next two months. The theme is “Children are under the influence….of you”. This will reach 79,000 households. More media efforts will be forthcoming over the next couple months, not only with underage campaigns for prom and graduation, but looking at high risk drinking issues. 

Tobacco Free Nebraska:  Dave passed out the latest compliance check data. He said they are working on making the tobacco free web page offering local services more user friendly. He said the chewing/smokeless tobacco rates are up, particularly in rural areas. They are promoting the Quit Line, since funds cannot be spent on treatment. He also provided information on the State Conference to be held April 20, 2010 – focus is smokeless tobacco.  

TAP Prevention Conference: Nancy has been working on details on a conference aimed at professionals and parents dealing with youth with substance abuse problems. Grant was submitted for $30,000 to fund this conference.  
Special Projects / Events: 

A. Funders Group – Community Compass Report: Kit said that Phil Tegeler would be giving a report to the funders group on the Community Compass Report. Cornhusker was interviewing arrestees to compile data to see what drugs were being used or misused.  Other larger communities who participated in the same type of ADAM project in the past formed local coordinating councils to analyze next steps. For instance, Tucson works with a local university for research projects on gangs and other issues based on their data. 

B. John Underwood Presentation: Patte explained that John Underwood did scientific research on the effect of alcohol and drugs on athletes over the age of 21. His information has been compiled into a five Phase program for use by schools. The consequences survey developed for our SPF project was based on his survey. We are planning to bring him to Lincoln to speak to various groups, athletes and coaches at a local high schools, a workshop for prevention professionals and followed by an evening

presentation for interested parents and students. Target dates will be September or October. Kit suggested we get a buy-in from the new Superintendant of LPS. 

C. Marijuana webinar / program: Kit would like to pursue the idea of a webinar on the impact on states that have legalized medical marijuana. Patte reported that New Jersey was the 14th state to legalize it. Oregon legalized it in 1998 and there is now a movement to change that law. On Jan 1, 2010, 26,274 people held OMMP cards with 23,346 for severe pain, muscle spasms (some due to MS) at 7,213 and cancer sufferers 1,182. The group hoping to repeal the law said treatment admissions for primary marijuana abuse increased from 12% in 1996 to 16% in 2006 and crime has risen. One doctor wrote more than 35% of the recommendations for applicants. In California,177 cities in 8 counties have passed moratoriums on distribution centers. The average center makes $20,000 profit per day. L.A. alone has 966 locations dispensing. Since many states and communities are dealing with various issues with this type of legalization, Kit feels it’s very timely to get real experts in to discuss why medical marijuana is being legalized, the impact on the tax and criminal justice systems where it has been done and what problems this has brought to these communities. Julie suggested that someone from UNMC might be able to provide expertise. Joyce suggested NET might also like to be a part of the project. Goal will be to see if this could get done by November.

Next Meeting: Monday, May 10th at 8:30 a.m. at 1115 K Street.
