SAAC Core Team Meeting

8:30 a.m. - Monday - April 13, 2009
1115 K Street Conference Room
_____________________________________________________________________________

Present: Kit Boesch (Human Services), Teri Effle (LCAD), Sara Hoyle (Juvenile Team), Sandy Morrissey (Region V), Patte Newman (SAAC), Lisa Olivares (Gambling), Tim Perry (Criminal Justice), Joyce Schmeeckle (SAAC Evaluator), Angela Williams (Faith Based) Excused: David Humm, Tobacco Free Nebraska.  
Kit opened the meeting. 

SPF-SIG: Patte reported that planning efforts with underage prevention groups and college partnerships continue. Target date to get the SPF SIG grant to the state is mid May.
Prevention Coalition Activities: Teri stated that the groups are working on post prom activities and jointly on the county-wide prom effort. Nine restaurants will be participating with distributing prom cards. Most of the schools are also looking at a prescription drug educational effort. Thirty eight students at eight schools who had visible injuries were approached by other students asking what they were given. That was a 100% rate. Prescription do’s and don’ts lists will be sent out and target grandparents as well as parents. Malcolm and Norris are leading these efforts. Efforts have started to try to find a way to use survey monkey next year to get Lincoln student input to avoid having to deal with parent permission issues and LPS rules. Student councils are willing to hand out cards to students and incentives to participate might be possible with coupons available after completion of surveys. Discussions on how to get a good sample continued. Sandy suggested getting a comedian from a local college to come in for a small fee, entertain the kids and then hit them up with prescription drug warnings or a survey. Parent perception surveys have been collected at LNE, East, SE and Lincoln High. 

Odds Are: Lisa said that they have added more presenters to their team. They have added a youth to talk to kids effectively about his own story. They speak at places like Cedars, Trinity Lutheran Church and did a full day at Malone center but hope to add more faith based and rec centers to their list. They are ramping up to attend community outreach events and festivals.
Lisa suggested that SAAC needs to have a Facebook page to reach more youth.

Mentoring Grant: Kit has written the DFC mentoring grant which will be submitted next week. This will be the first ever grant written to request funding for mentoring in the same community. It would fund two years at $75,000 each to mentor our communities of color. The first year would include efforts with the Asian Center, El Centro, the Indian Center and Malone and add the new immigrants communities through FUSION the second year. The ethnic centers have signed off on the concept, written letters of support and are excited to see if it will be funded. The hope is the groups will build up their own substance abuse programs based on their individual needs and apply for a DFC grant in two years to fund these projects.
Faith Partners: Angela explained there was a resource fair held in March with treatment providers and religious organizations that went well. Attendance was not huge but it was a
good opportunity to get to know people. She has talked with several churches. Three are now doing “Celebrate Recovery” events. She has talked with Shawna Dwyer at TAP about doing a class with counselors and pastors for substance abuse and adding laypeople. 

Mark Pomeroy of Christ for the City International is holding a meeting May 2nd about their Urban Plunge program and to introduce their new coordinator. 

Gage County wants to bring Drew Brooks from Faith Partners in from Texas and contacted SAAC to see if we are interested in joining them. Sandy said she has funding to help bring him in and that he’ll need a half day alone in Gage – but the goal is to bring him in sometime this summer.

Drew will participate with four others in a webinar entitled “Engaging and Equipping People of Faith in Your Coalition and Community” held Tuesday, April 21st at 2:00 p.m. eastern. Log in information is:  URL: https://www.mymeetings.com/nc/join/
Conference number: PW5404623
Audience passcode: FAITH BASED

Angela distributed a copy of the SAMSHA STOP grant information offering 20 grants for $30,000 a year. Teri said LCAD was applying and they thought Big Brothers/Big Sisters were as well.

Meth360: Kit said that over 1000 people have taken part in presentations so the obligations of the grant are fulfilled although they will continue to make these available whenever requested. LPD still has trainings to do statewide with the last one on April 2nd with 30 attendees. Kit said Kevin from Drug Free came to do a presentation aimed at parents on not only meth, but general drugs and alcohol. Everyone felt it was excellent and could be used for diversion. Joy Citta will do the train the trainers for parents and a 2nd program is soon to be available in Spanish. They are also coming out with a program targeting the youth themselves. 
SAAC Conference: UNL decided to not pursue a joint research/prevention conference with SAAC and the grant deadline passed to apply for funding. Sandy said she has contacted Dennis Embry to come June 22 and 23 to discuss meth treatment and his Kernels project. (See www.Paxis.org) This is an early intervention program which involves identifying kids from dysfunctional homes or showing early needs. He also has programs on prescription drugs. He is expensive but we had talked about bringing him in the fall to follow up on the earlier program. Sandy thinks we need to build on the momentum of last year’s prevention conference and continue even if it is only a one day event. The group agreed that the conference committee needs to meet and see if we can pull something together for October or November 2009. Funds remaining from last year at LCAD are $3,214.91. Sandy will contact Dennis again, Patte will check on community events that might conflict and we will move forward to see if this can be pulled together quickly. Conference committee meeting will be held Monday, April 27th at 9:00 a.m. in Kit’s Conference Room.
Drug Court:  Kit announced that the adult drug court will receive $25,000 from Region V to hire a coordinator to get a volunteer system to help with a form of the Delta Model, for a pleasure recalibration system for those going through drug court. This will be a pilot, to see if it works and then take it from there. 

Treatment Team: Patte stated that the CSI team has released a homeless report based on Point of Service and Community Services Management Information System data. The number of homeless from July 2006 to June 2008 in Lincoln was estimated at 4,749. This date is relevant to the treatment team because addiction or substance abuse was cited as the reason for 17% of these in the first six months and those numbers increased to 21.8% long term. This, along with mental illness, were numbers that the treatment community is concerned about.  Otto Schulz, Kate Speck of PPC and UNL economist David Rosenbaum will be working on a NIDA grant to take the Eliminate the Wait study to the next level. They hope to do a cost benefit analysis on reducing the waiting list and seeing if they can come up with a formula that might help communities like Lincoln more accurately depict the problem.

Criminal Justice:.Tim said that five probation officers attended the Meth 360 training and thought it was great information. There will be a meeting April 29th with Gene Cotter and others to look at how to expand into the treatment community to effectively keep repeat offenses for DUIs from happening. They would like to see if stronger evaluations might be effective and take note of risk factors they’re seeing from first time offenders.  More will be reported after this initial meeting.
Cornhusker Place Project: There is nothing to report since last meeting.
Next Meeting: Monday, June 1st 8:30 a.m. at 1115 K Street.
