Substance Abuse Action Coalition 
SAAC Core Team Meeting Notes 

Date:  March 2, 2009 

Attendance:  Kit Boesch, Human Services; Angela Williams, Nebraska Faith Partners; Tim Perry, Adult Probation; David Humm, LLCAD; Teri Vosicky, LCAD; Sara Hoyle, Juvenile Justice; Joyce Schmeeckle, Schmeeckle Research; Patte Newman, SAAC; Darrell Fisher, LCAD; Sandy Morrissey, Region V Systems; Linda Major, UNL; and Teri Effle, LCAD.
The meeting was called to order by Kit Boesch, Human Services Administrator.  She welcomed Darrell Fisher, the new Executive Director for the Lincoln Council on Alcohol and Drugs. Darrell introduced himself saying he has been on the prosecution side (State Patrol) of these issues for many years so its interesting being on the prevention end.  All welcomed him and introduced themselves.  

The consent agenda was reviewed. There were no corrections, additions or questions so they stood as mailed.  

l. The status of an 800 phone number to report underage drinking (and perhaps wild parties) is being discussed.  The cost is minimal ($500/state) and the ramifications would be great to law enforcement.  Darrell and Linda will keep us posted.  

2. Patte will put together an Alphabet Soup listing of all the acronyms in the substance abuse arena.  There are plenty.  While this would be helpful for Darrell – we could actually all benefit from it.  Thanks Patte.  (ie:  CADCA, CSIP, CSAP, CSAT, DFC, SPF-SIG, DUI, LAAP, SAAC, CCC, to name a few.)  

3. Patte updated us on the Compass Project.  This is a data collection project at Cornhusker Place modeled after the old ADAM project.  She shared the evaluation tool and first round results; and discussed the strengths and challenges of completing the interview process thus far.  Results of round 1 interviews were no surprise:  marijuana, meth and cocaine were the top highest drugs used in their at random survey.  They will train interviewers again in March for Round 2. 
4. Kit handed out a summary of the SAAC Mentoring grant she would like to submit.  Due April 24, 2009, we would select our own communities of color to mentor re: a coalition focusing on 7 ethnic communities.   Year 1 ($75,000) we would work with Malone, Indian, El Centro and Asian center; year 2 we would add Middle East, Eastern European, and African communities in Fusion.  Kit described a tentative budget; layout; training focus; etc.  It appears Washington DC may be OK with trying to secure two grants. (Year 2 – Communities of color can submit their own DFC grant.)  Sandy also noted this was perfect timing with the Cultural Competency Conference coming up.  

5.  Tim Perry shared with us an update of the State Probation activities 
surrounding substance abuse.   He shared the status of several bills before the 
Legislature including ones addressing the Interlock system; changes in penalties 
used for drunk driving, and the addition of fees for indigent individuals. The 
specialized Adult Probation DUI unit is new and appears to be working well.      

5. Linda Majors shared the concept of the research/grassroots conference might work.  Dates were discussed. All decided Spring 2010 is a better target date than Fall 09.  The University will apply for the $50,000 grant.  This would be a combination of a knowledge dissemination grant and a day where theory meets practice.  Its an exciting concept.  Discussion followed.  It was decided that perhaps this Fall we could look at the University (LAAP) hosting a poster session of undergraduate and graduate research for the Prevention Coalitions to attend. She will mention it to Alan Tompkin and Ian Newman when they meet again March 30th. 
6. March 11, 2009, the Religious Affinity Action Group is hosting a substance abuse resource fair for churches/temples in Lincoln.  It will be held at the Lincoln Community Foundation Building upstairs conference room; 10-11:30AM; Free. 


Faith Partners will be hosting the event. LCAD youth will be presenting their 
environmental scan of Lincoln. Linda suggested inviting ACREW on campus; 
and it was suggested we contact Marilyn Mecham Ne. Interfaith Council, as 
well. 

7. WE ARE SEEKING THE MISSING VIDEO ….’THIS PLACE’.  If anyone has it or knows where we can borrow a copy please let Angela or Patte know. 

8. The Cultural Competency Summit is set for March 19-20 to be held at Mahoney State Park with guest speaker Judge Gengler and 4 breakouts over the two days. Community Assessment, Jean Krejci-LLCHD, Larry Williams-Commission on Human Rights and a focus on poverty. Call Sandy at Region V for info.    
9. David handed out the latest greatest summary of the Tobacco Free Nebraska campaign.  (attached).  They will be seeking another $500,000 over 2 years to continue the progress. Dave will be stepping back a bit as Brian Baker will take over Tobacco Free Nebraska.  Dave will remain our liaison to SAAC however. 

10. Legislative concerns:  A. It doesn’t look like serving alcohol in state parks will get out of committee.  B.  LB 258 has stiffer penalties for drunk drivers. Sponsored by Sen. Harms, this would be a good bill to follow.  Basically SAAC does not have a public policy committee and perhaps we should.  Kit and Patte will discuss this possibility. 



Respectfully submitted, 


Kit Boesch, Human Services Administrator

