SAAC Core Team

Meeting Minutes:  December 7, 2009
Present: Kit Boesch, Teri Effle, Kim Etherton, Darrell Fisher, Sara Hoyle, Linda Major, Sandy Morrissey, Patte Newman, and Tim Perry.
Kit welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2009 SAAC Prevention Conference: Patte reported that there were 124 registered to attend the conference on November 13th with very positive feedback on the three national speakers and three local panels. Attendees included statewide prevention professionals, local volunteers and some workers from other local agencies. Sara thought it was a more community based conference rather than just prevention specific topics like last year. Sandy commented that she was very pleased to see three Lancaster principals attend and that one said we need to get administrators attending conferences like these.  She asked if SAAC was going to apply for the $50,000 training grant since we should be building on the momentum of the research to practice trend we've set in the past year. She thought LMEP was interested in a research conference 

as well. Linda mentioned the UNL based SARC (Substance abuse research cluster) group who she would like involved. She thought if SAAC wrote a grant there might be an opportunity with UNL to help provide conference space and support. Kit suggested that we pursue the idea and will find more about the deadline thought to be March or April.

Juvenile Mediation: Sara said they have had referrals from diversion or juvenile court with four completed, three closed, and four on-going. Several have been difficult cases; one was a drunk driver who hit a couple on a motorcycle and the other dealing with two kids who broke into a home where a couple's son had lived and where they had tried to keep things prior to his death. They expect to keep the program going.

Recovery High: Patte mentioned that Sara and she had met with Ted Sheely (LNE SCIP), Topher Hansen (Centerpointe) and Otto Schulz (Independence Center) about a concept discussed several years ago. After the community conversations about dropout rates at LPS this group thought it might be an opportune time to look at the idea of a high school (either focus and stand alone or as a part of another program) to help youth in recovery have a safe and drug free environment. There is a second meeting set up in two weeks at the LPS district office to see if there might be funding and sites available to pursue this. Several people at the table will be invited to participate in future meetings if the concept is feasible.

NE Crime Commission Grants: Sara reported that the meeting was a full house with some different faces at the table this year. She explained that they generally apply for about a half million dollars and get around $350,000 for programs and drug and alcohol evaluations. This year in addition to Cedars and the Hub they saw a proposal from Christian Heritage for a program to reconnect kids with their incarcerated dads; 

and with Friendship Home to promote the 40 developmental assets.

Drowning Town LJS article: Kit commented that the article in the LJS was very good and asked how it came about. Linda thought it was the result a lot of other things that are happening that are getting attention in the community; the bar walk and tailgate walk and the bar owner forum held last month and numbers at Cornhusker Place. She said 

several of them including a bar owner and LPD and DLA rep attended a conference in Texas to look at some of the problems university towns are experiencing. She thought there would be an opportunity for a Big 12 conference on tailgating which UNL would like to host. The biggest issue they are dealing with downtown are transportation issues. The bar owners are very frustrated with the lack of public transportation. UNL's Safe 

Ride program NU on wheels, which was created to provide an emergency ride home from a site to a student's place of residence has racked up nearly $19,000 with one student using $1000 himself. It was intended to be available from 11 p.m. to 3 a.m. with students showing their UNL ID, but the wait can be 90 to 120 minutes. There is no bus system, a shortage of taxis and barriers by the Public Service Commission (PSC) to 

any effective alternatives. Linda has asked a student to do an in-depth report on those PSC issues and Kit suggested that the next SAAC core meeting discuss the study, look at alternatives and possible invite the PSC to explain what needs to happen to improve the situation.

Legislation of Medical Marijuana: Kit has been watching the news reports of a patchwork of communities dealing with the issue of legalizing medical marijuana in other states. She said the SAAC conference committee has discussed the issue and she wonders what the core group thinks of having a  tele-conference or webinar with 

professionals to talk about the pros and cons of medical marijuana. She thinks it is very important, in light of what is happening elsewhere, to get the facts on the table here as to what both sides of the issues are. Linda suggested that she just participated in a 90 min webinar with 500 people worldwide. She thought NIDA might be a great resource for professionals. Kit will look into the cost of setting up a webinar vs using health facilities for a teleconference which might be a different audience.

Prevention Coalitions: Teri reported that the four rural, five urban and youth and leadership team groups continue to work on projects. The postcards to report illegal signage as prioritized by the youth group and their environmental scan are being distributed through Kiwanis, Rotary and other service clubs. Safe Homes is being promoted in three middle schools; Pound, Park and Irving. A student survey looking at the core measures needed for data will be promoted by the student councils at LSE, LSW, East and LNE.  Since it is voluntary, no parental permission will be needed and the hope is that we can get urban data. The SPF media team and social access teams met and are working on ideas for the first media campaign which we hope will get some attention.

State Probation: Tim said they are dealing with budget and resource problems like everyone else at the state. They continue to participate in MADD victim impact panels. He said they will have people report in on New Year's Day for chemical testing. He and Kim discussed some of the various testing methods available including breathalyzers, CAM (continuous alcohol monitoring which allowed one county commissioner to 

drink wine all day), sobrietor, a voice activated system for felony DUIs, the high cost of the ETG test ($20 to $25) which can tell if anything is metabolized within 80 hours for high risk offenders and the interlock system. The down side of the interlock is the need for providers to give immediate response and the expense of installation. An animated discussion followed on the accuracy of the $15 breathalyzers available for sale at a cash register and the merits of whether it or a zhu zhu pet is a better stocking stuffer.

LAAPP: Linda said UNL would like to hold a nightime economy conference and bring in Kate Graham to speak on alcohol related violence. They would also like to use SPF funds to bring in Jeff Linkenbach from Montana State University for a statewide conference aimed at 18 to 25 year olds and parents. UNL students will present ideas for a designated driver program campaign based on the libertarian paternalism idea of 

choice using the nudge principals.

Community Corrections: They have a drug court graduation Wednesday with six graduating. A new class starts next week.  Counting all phases, approximately 70 adults are involved in Adult Drug Court. Juvenile drug court has 12 with a capacity of 25.

Joyce reminded us that soon she will be conducting the SPF-SIG evaluation.  It will be a 6 month “process assessment”.

Next Meeting:

Date:  Monday, February 22, 2009
Time:  8:30 to 10:00 a.m.

Place:  Lancaster County Human Services
1115 K Street, Suite 100
