SAAC Core Team Meeting

8:30 a.m. Monday – December 13, 2010
1115 K Street Conference Room
______________________________________________________________________

Present: Kit Boesch (Human Services), Darrell Fisher (LCAD), Dave Humm  (LLCHD), Linda Major (UNL), Patte Newman (SAAC), Nathan Ritz and Joyce Schmeeckle (Schmeeckle Research), Rand Weise (Recovery Community)
Kit opened the meeting.
SAAC Indicator Report - Kit explained that the report was funded with DFC carryover monies. We are currently requesting use of other carryover funds to include CADCA training for new LCAD staff, expansion of Rand’s efforts to work with faith based and recovery communities along with the prevention efforts and for a future reprint of the report. The group agreed those were priorities of SAAC. Several suggestions were made for future printings of the report if awarded. Joyce circulated copies of the SAAC Indicators Report for discussion and asked for specific comments. She said the next printing will include Lincoln Public Schools SHARP data which has never been available before and which is currently being compiled.  Table 1 with a breakdown of students referred by SCIP was broken out into race but the Native American population were included in "other". Linda pointed out that if we are using this as baseline data it might be best to also show percentage of total population for some of those numbers.  Kit agreed, as she has been told that the dropout rate for Native Americans is the highest proportion.
It was suggested that we try to capture some of the recovery numbers if we can for future publications. Rand pointed out that the recovery group tends to be anonymous and therefore there are non-reporting numbers. Some of the data that might be available are how many 12-step recovery meetings are held each week in Lancaster County. This is part of the information he is currently trying to compile. He thinks that the number attending may be as high as 350 with more than two dozen faith based recovery meetings per week. He said Lincoln is known as a very strong addiction recovery community that started after WWII. Another emphasis might be on the 

criminal justice system to look at numbers of addicts, cost of a new jail and of what are due to substance abuse and what are co-occurring disorders. Some of that data is there and mentioned in the strengths and weaknesses section but could be pulled out more. Linda suggested that the DMV non-student young adult survey would be helpful. 

Prevention - Darrell Fisher reported that the prevention team has been very busy. They do classes at the juvenile attention center. He said his staff needs training on the 40 developmental assets through the Search Institute.  They are currently working on a project with Pius which is a relatively new community group.
Juvenile Justice and Treatment – Patte reported that there have be a lot of changes going on with Nebraska’s child welfare reform. The Juvenile Justice team and treatment providers have been inviting various partners to meetings to keep apprised of those changes. Last month Teresa Campbell of KVC spoke to the group and answered questions and this month Roxie Cillesson from NHHS was scheduled to attend. Service providers are experiencing some frustration but will continue to work through the problems. They appreciate the commitment by state and agency staff to meet with them to address these issues.
Faith Based/Recovery Efforts – Rand was asked if the prevention teams could work with him on faith based efforts with coalitions. Rand said most faith communities have activities for youth. He is trying to inventory what they are doing at some of the core and big box churches. He said they are involved in "Celebrate Recovery" and have taken the 12-step program and turned it into an 8-step program. So far he has met with Steve Griffith at St. Paul, Sue Hundley at Berean and Julie Fisher Erickson at Lutheran Family Services. He pointed out that the Recovery event they held last year attracted 3,000 and their recovery rallies at the Capitol are now fairly consistently attended by 300. They will have a Sober Bowl during the Super Bowl. He will contact faith based 

leaders in January to sit down as a focus group and exchange ideas. They are working on training recovery advocates how to talk to groups, to remove stigma and to form a speakers’ bureau. Part of that recovery process is to reach out and help others to help yourself and it is a remarkable community. They will be asking faith congregations what they look for in people they see who need help and what they need to make that work better. They will be asked if they want training on how to refer people. He will complete a list of highlights for each group.

Lincoln College Partnership (LCP) - Linda reported that the cab owners and Public Service Commission (PSC) met with the Internal Liquor Committee (ILC) about how to improve transportation at bar close on O Street. The ILC will have a public meeting inviting people to weigh in. They will also have a webinar on alternative transportation. LCP is working with Clover Frederick on the designated driver project. Clover has put it on facebook and they will be rolling out the project in January.  Their hot spot intervention team will be working on risk assessments. Last drink data will be collected at detox and establishments named by those with high BAC's will be looked at by the hot spot intervention team and recommendations made. Those might involve suggestions like increasing staff ratios at larger bars. They started online mandatory server training October 1st which is on the same webpage as the food handler program. They are developing professional server training 1 and 2 and management training. Mandatory training for volunteers was removed which means people serving at events like Saltdogs games or street festivals will not be required to go through the training.  Linda said that Michael Sparks and Jim Mosher will return the last week of January and be in Lincoln Monday and Tuesday of that week before going to Omaha the end of the week. Finally, Linda reported that they will be monitoring legislation in the General Affairs committee. They are proposing to eliminate the 300' boundary around colleges that does not allow liquor licenses. Linda said they would prefer to retain the law and only allow for a waiver system when a mixed use situation arises like at UNO. Kit suggested that Center for People in Need which does legislative monitoring could keep us appraised on some issues.

Medical Marijuana Panel - The group discussed trying to get several speakers lined up for a panel discussion on medical marijuana when Michael Sparks is here.  Ideas ranged from having some from Colorado to discuss what is happening there and what they feel they might have done better and a healthcare  professional to discuss why those suffering from glaucoma or cancer or other medical conditions find medical marijuana helpful. Kit and Patte will work on seeing if educated professionals can be found to participate.

Tobacco - Dave Humm said that they are attempting to educate legislators on issues and had a community forum with 30 attending.

Other LCAD - Darrell said the first selective enforcement will be done  in Northwest Lancaster County with a roving patrol looking for underage drinking and procuring for underage drinkers. This will take place Thursday, December 9th. Compliance checks will be done January 15th. Darrell also pointed out that LCAD will be taking over the Odds Are program.

Other – Patte reported that the Nebraska Meth Advisory Board is working on a project

to distribute methwatch stickers and numbered tags/wires to area co-ops. The co-ops will share these with local farmers picking up anhydrous ammonia tanks and will be asked to report back if the “wire seal” is broken. The hope is that a database can be created to show if there are any trouble spots in rural areas where this chemical might be stolen that would otherwise go unnoticed. 

Next meeting will be Monday, February 7th at 8:30 at the human services 

Office.
