SAAC Juvenile Justice Meetings 

Independence Center
October 21, 2010
________________________________________________________________

Present: Wendy Barrera-Andazola (JDC), BJ Brittenham (Independence Center), Trinity Chappelear (aide to Senator McCoy), Michelle Frank (Cedars), Jennifer Haydon (Centerpointe), Bev Hoagland (Juvenile Probation), Sara Hoyle (Lancaster Human Services), Maria Lavicky (HHS), Elissa McGill (St. Monica’s), Patte Newman (SAAC), Sara Wolter (SCIP)

Introductions: Sara opened the meeting.

SAAC Substance Abuse Indicator’s Report: Patte said she had one printer’s copy of the SAAC report to pass around and copies should be available by next meeting. 

K2 Legislation: Sara introduced Trinity Chappelear, aide to Senator McCoy, for an update on the proposed legislation on K2.  Trinity said that they are working with the Attorney General’s office on a new draft with catch-all language to list this as a Schedule I drug in order to address the problems other states adjusting to K3 and other changes in formulas to stay ahead of legislation. They have found one problem with a medication used in chemo but will find a way to exempt that. Proposed penalties will be the same as for possession of marijuana. Senator McCoy hopes to introduce it on the first day with an emergency clause so this is addressed as soon as possible. Since the announcement that there is draft legislation on K2, the press has been very interested. They are getting calls from parents and law enforcement experiencing problems. Trinity feels it is imperative to educate senators on what is happening and personal stories from constituents are powerful. She hopes that the Judiciary Committee will understand the importance of classifying  K2 as a drug but asked the group for help in letting members know what they are seeing. 
Anecdotal stories from the group confirmed it is a problem in Nebraska. SCIP team members are seeing more in high schools than middle schools. Sara said there is a group of recovery youth at one high school who have said they would never use K2 because they are scared of it. Several schools have had to call 911 for kids with seizures. LPS is planning presentation November 15 at North Star High School to let people know what is happening. Student services at LPS are backlogged with kids with issues with K2, farming (prescription pills) and huffing. 
LPS has rewritten their LPS Responsibilities of Students policy to cover some of these issues. Section G and H under II. Areas of Prohibited Student Conduct  have been rewritten as follows: G. Engaging in the selling, using, possessing or dispensing of alcohol, tobacco, narcotics, drugs, controlled substance, inhalant or being under the influence of nay of the above; or possession of drug paraphernalia. Use of a controlled substance in the manner prescribed for the student by the student’s physician is not a violation. The term “under the influence” has a less strict meaning than it does under criminal law. For school purposes, the term means any level of impairment and includes even the odor of alcohol or illegal substances on the breath or person of a student; also, it includes being impaired by reason of the abuse of any material used as a stimulant.

H. Engaging in the selling, using, possessing, or dispensing of an imitation controlled substance as defined in Section 28-401, of the Nebraska statutes, or material represented to be alcohol, narcotics, drugs, controlled substance of inhalant.
Wendy said they have seen kids smoking KB, which contains a more potent form of THC than marijuana. Something called kinebud is coming in from Canada.

She said one of the youth using it in short term residential has let himself go with dark circles under his eyes, mood swings and withdrawn and aggressive behavior. 

Bev said she has kids in probation who have said they would never use it again after finding physical symptoms like their throat burning and hearing about seizures from those who use it. 

Several people stated that some kids have accelerated from K2 to meth and one treatment provider said it is rare to find kids who have not tried K2.

At last count states banning K2 include Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa (through Pharmacy Board), Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, North Dakota, Oregon and Tennessee.  Others considering legislation include Florida, Michigan, New York and Utah. (These numbers were updated from internet sources after the meeting.)
Trinity asked everyone to let her know if they are interested in helping share these stories with senators. She can be reached at 471 2885 (office) or 681-7053 (cell) or emailed at tchappelear@leg.ne.gov. Senator McCoy represents District 39 and is housed in Room 1117 at the State Capitol. Box 94604, Lincoln 68509-4604.

Update on Health and Human Services Changes: Sara said she asked Maria Lavicky, SE Children and Family Services Administrator at DHHS,  last month to brief the group on what is happening in the HHS system. Since the press conference last Friday announced more changes, we were very pleased to have scheduled her to attend. Maria explained that they are trying to work through the details of what has recently happened but it appears that case management duties in most areas of Southeast Nebraska including 17 counties and two/ thirds of Omaha will be transferred to private providers. The timeline discussed by the director is that transition will be completed by January 1st and meetings with providers will be held to discuss what this means. HHS will still provide case management services in western Nebraska, Grand Island and Fremont. They are currently in contract negotiations to determine the details. The decision was made by the Governor when KVC and Boys Town made it clear that they needed more money to continue to provide services. Three other service providers originally contracted by the state declined to continue their agreements because they were losing money.  From a legal standpoint this service delivery can be decided by the Governor but there are certain things the state needs to keep doing; assessing what is in the best interest of the child, are all services necessary being provided to the child and placement and services. KVC will have to abide by HHS policy until that policy is changed and they are currently discussing what needs to be changed.

There were concerns raised that KVC in Kansas deals with the behavioral health system with out of home placements, adoptions and in home safety services. They do not have experience with the truant or delinquent population.  A provider asked if training will be held for KVC workers. Maria explained that the HHS workers have graduate level training and estimates that it costs nearly $17,000 per worker by the time they are fully vetted. KVC will need to figure out how to make it work for them. Asked if the calls to the 1 800 number will change, Maria said no, also, placement at detention will still be handled the same.
Maria was asked several questions. Are things working well in Kansas where KVC is headquartered? She said that Kansas and Florida have totally privatized their systems; Kansas because of a lawsuit and Florida because children were dying. Nebraska has not had major problems with their system. She said Kansas has not yet passed the federal Children and Family Services Review. They hope there will be an advantage to children but taxpayers do not like to pay for these types of services. Maria’s hope is that if the system is privatized there will be lobbyists hired to fight for appropriate funding for children. Who provides oversight for the system to ensure providers have sufficient training and ratios and accountability are maintained.  Maria said Todd Reckling is in charge and recommendations have been given to him. There is a committee consisting of the two providers and two HHS directors. The QA system needs to be there and the state still has ultimate liability for how things are done. Asked if there is an advisory board or committee with stakeholders or treatment providers or juvenile justice personnel Maria said no. She pointed out that OJS evals will stay the same and KVC will go to court. HHS has to be in court based on the federal requirements for reasonable efforts and best interests of the child. 

Maria suggested that providers step up immediately to help KVC plan what they need to set up the system that works to maximize in house services and focus on the needs of the kids. 

Sara thanked Maria for attending. 
Future Meetings: The group suggested inviting Teresa Campbell from KVC and Roxie from Medicaid for the next meeting. 
Upcoming Events: 
-  Sara W. repeated that LPS will plan a presentation on K2 on November 15th  at 7:00 p.m. at North Star. 
-  Patte said the Lincoln League of Women Voters will host a Lunch & Learn open to the public at noon, Thursday, November 18th featuring Bruce Baker from the foster care review board.  Cost is $10, which includes speaker, lunch, tax and gratuity. Reservations are binding and required by  Monday morning, November 15. To reserve, contact email the League office at lwv-ne@inebraska.com or phone 475-1411 and leave your name, number of reservations and contact information (phone and email). All reservations are expected to be honored. Location is the downtown Holiday Inn at 141 North 9th.
 
Next Meeting: to be held at 9:30 on Thursday, November 18th at the Independence Center. 
