SAAC Treatment Meeting

Lancaster County Human Services, 1115 K Street
October 6, 2008

________________________________________________________________
Present:  Joan Anderson, Mary Barry-Magsamen, Jerome Barry , Janice Meints, Patte Newman, Tim Perry, Otto Schulz, Linda Wittmus
DUI and Drug Offender Data: Tim explained the data on the summary sheets distributed with numbers of DUI offenders on probation in Lancaster County. 
Total DUI’s for the period was 1,759 with nearly 72% of those as first offenses. He reported that nearly 63% of the normal case load consists of DUIs. Tim said a DUI committee is meeting to discuss this and other issues. Members of the committee include representatives from MADD, Beatrice attorneys, probation, Office of Highway Safety and others. They are currently redrafting the rules and regulations for ignition interlock systems but will also be working on other issues.  The treatment agencies will be kept informed of what they are discussing.
SBIR: Joan reported that 10,000 copies of the SBIR flyer listing local treatment agencies have been ordered and will be distributed at the physicians’ annual meeting next week.

Treatment Team Action Plan: Patte asked how the group wants to proceed with the Action Plan developed for the next two years. Since much of the plan dealt with parity, a request was made to have someone like Mike Grey speak to the group to update how and when the federal changes will occur. 

Goal #1 dealt with educating policy makers at all levels about the status of substance abuse treatment in Nebraska with an objective to increase the knowledge base about public and private funding and accessible treatment.
Action steps were to educate and survey elected officials and policy makers and to compare Lincoln to other cities re capacity, parity and access.  The group offered suggestions to move forward. Joan thought the Leadership Lincoln  medical night with the Medical Association might be an opportunity to get information out.  Aubrianna Faustman of NABHO should be contacted to see if a factsheet  is available from them.  Elected officials could be asked what information they need to make informed decisions, what issues they saw in the last session and what data is persuasive in helping them. Agencies and Treatment Team members will present ideas for discussion at the next meeting. (Ideas will be forwarded as received. Otto’s are attached.) A list of elected officials will be compiled to divide up amongst members who might have specific connections to any individuals to move forward when issues and talking points are agreed upon.
Faith Partners:  Maya Chilese has taken a new position at the State. Kit and Patte met with Maya and another individual who might be interested in continuing Maya’s work with Faith Partners.  The decision has not yet been made.
Open House: Jay was unable to attend but sent word that their new facility would have an open house from 4 to 6 on Tuesday, October 21st at 1124 N. Cotner. Everyone is encouraged to attend. 

Next meeting will take place on Monday, November 3th at 1:00 the Lancaster County Human Services Conference Room at 1115 K Street.
Upcoming Events: DIRECTORS and SUPERVISORS and CASE MANAGERS - PLEASE SHARE THIS INFORMATION WITH YOUR CASE MANAGERS

NEW Case Management Training on the topic on working with New Americans
with Behavioral Health Issues begins on October 24th.  It will run from
Oct 24-Oct 31-Nov 7 - Nov 14, 2008.  Location:  Bryan-LGH Conference Center.


On these four consecutive Fridays, from 8:00 - l0:30am outstanding
discussions will take place.  We heard the suggestions for more new
American involvement.  We will be providing tools and specific ideas.
It should prove to be one of the best l0.5 hours offered all year.  This is
not a repeat of Series 1.        Cost - FREE.  
Thanks to sponsorship by the Region V CLAS grant.   
Topics for the sessions:
-   Oct 24th - Mental Health and MY culture - learn to better understand our New American residents; the strength they bring and the challenges they face - esp. in behavioral health.
-   Oct 31 -  Common Issues with Multi-cultural Challenges - learn how
to navigate the HHS system and public education system that helps families
rather than tears them apart.
-   Nov 7 -  Old World Cafe'  - Case Action Planning & Critical Evaluation - readily identify case components and how they might differ in a new American family.
-    Nov 14 - Your Role as a Case Manager/Taking Care of Yourself – How shifting roles and expectations lead to frustration and burnout; and what you can do about it.

Registration Information:  Simply call 441-4944 immediately. Limit - 50.  
To date - l0 have registerd. IT WILL FILL UP QUICKLY so do not delay.

