SAAC Juvenile Justice Meeting 

Independence Center

January 22, 2009
________________________________________________________________

Present: Wendy Barrera-Andazola (Juvenile Drug Court), BJ Brittenham (Independence Center), Sara Hoyle (Lancaster Human Services), Amber Nore (Americorps-Nebraska Probation), Sara Wolter (SCIP), Tammy Dirks (Youth Assessment Center), Bev Hoagland (Juvenile Probation), Elissa McGill (St. Monicas), Sheli Schindler (Youth Services Center), Deb VanDyke-Reis (CASA), Teri Effle (LCAD), and Ed Lankas (Summit Care).
Sara opened the meeting with self-introductions.

Follow-up Discussion on December Meeting:
The following were recommended to follow-up on:
1. Rewriting Medicaid – Chapter 32 (The current policy is outdated. You can view the policy on the HHS website).

2. Youth still aren’t getting the treatment they need. There was discussion on challenging the recommendations of the evaluation. Amber and Bev also discussed the new youth voucher system being piloted in Douglas County (Corey Steel will be here next month to discuss it). 
3. Sara said she will be interested in seeing what the study determines regarding the high number of state wards.

4. We need to follow-up with CJ to see if he was able to access the cost savings money.

Agency Updates:
Sheli explained the original goal of the Youth Assessment Center was to have several agencies working together to assess and find youth services. She explained Cedars wrote a grant for a Juvenile Assessment Specialist last year. This position is being moved to the Youth Assessment Center and will be completing the Nebraska Youth Screen on juvenile law violations. This will assist in determining youth get the appropriate level of supervision and are placed in the programs that will be most beneficial to them. 
Sheli said there are currently discussions with the Region to move a Region employee to the Youth Assessment Center. This individual would be able to access treatment dollars to get youth to appropriate services. Sheli referenced the Juvenile Assessment Center in Omaha has a variety of “diversion” types of programs kids can go to get assistance, rather than being filed on in court. She explained some of these are treatment providers and have come together to agree to do this for the sole benefit of getting referrals. There was interest in how agencies become a part of this. Sara said we would have a meeting concerning this for providers in a couple of months.

Sara W. shared a card with a phone number on it to call to report underage drinking and remain anonymous. Teri explained this number rings into a Kansas number and the caller enters in a zip code they wish to make the report. The call is then dispatched to the correct law enforcement agency. You can report a party that you hear is going to happen or report underage drinking currently happening. If you would like cards for your agency, contact Teri at LCAD.
Sara W. shared an energy spray – ‘Kickers Energy Spray’  - that a youth ingested too much of through the nose instead of the mouth and had to be transported to the hospital. Sara W. said she was able to purchase this spray at Walgreens. 

Sara W. said LMEP is restructuring and Julie Anderson’s position was cut. This position oversaw the SCIP program. Sara W. will keep us posted on any changes concerning SCIP.

Discussion on Where to go Next
Sara distributed copies of the substance abuse strategies and objectives outlined in the Lancaster County Juvenile Justice Comprehensive Plan for January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2011. There was interest on strategy 6 – insure the system is using consistent, valid assessment tools. Providers present agreed they would like to learn more about the assessment tool being used to determine the levels of supervision. BJ is pulling together a workshop with representatives from Probation (Amy Latshaw) and OJS to discuss the Youth Level of Service /Case Management Inventory. 
There was also interest around strategy 4 – focus on efforts that enhance and support the reentry of youth into the community. There were two different reentry points referenced. First, Sheli stressed the importance of youth being discharged from detention to a program to be familiar with the program prior to be placed there. Sheli said the first 48 hours of a placement is crucial in determining if a youth is going to stay in a program. A lot of this has to do with how welcome and familiar the youth feels with the program. Bev said the only programs that meet the youth prior to admission are Boys Town and the Omaha Home for Boys. Having youth become familiar with programs and program staff was something the committee agreed they would like to work towards.

Second, Sara W. shared the need for more contact between the release from treatment and the reentry back into the school. She stressed there needs to be a social contact with someone from the school to assist the youth in transitioning. It was decided that Sara W. will invite the transition specialist from LPS to speak at the March meeting concerning the LPS transition. BJ also suggested finding out more information on how to transition non-English speaking clients. Sara will ask Josh Cramer from LPS to also attend the March meeting.

Upcoming Events in Substance Abuse: 

Teri announced on Tuesday, January 27, there will be an informational presentation on Internet Safety. This will be at Lincoln East High School from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The three different sessions offered are (1) Internet Safety, (2) Blogging, and (3) Cell phones. Please call LCAD at 475-2694 to register. 
Amber announced the Secondary Trauma Training sponsored by the Child Advocacy Center on March 6 at Union College. See the attachment for more information.

BJ said there is training on January 23 at BryanLGH on ‘Working with Challenging Youth’. There is also training on February 25 concerning how to facilitate groups in therapeutic facilities. 
Sara shared a training sponsored by the Central Nebraska Council on Alcoholism and Addictions, Inc. The training is on stress and trauma management, relapse prevention, and chemically dependent criminal offenders. The training dates are April 16-17 in Grand Island. 

Next Meeting: Thursday February 26, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  PLEASE NOTE the change in time.  Also, the committee decided to change the meeting date from the 3rd Thursday of the month to the 4th Thursday of the month. 
