SAAC Core Team Meeting
Lancaster County Human Services Office
Monday, January 12, 2009
Present: Kit Boesch, Teri Effle, Linda Major, Patte Newman, Erin Saunders, Joyce Schmeeckle, Teri Vosicky
Team and Project Reports: 
- Prevention: Teri reported that East is working on their technology forums continuing on the interest set last year. Parents wanted more. This is a three part session on internet safety. The State Patrol will show how easily a youth on Facebook can be tracked to show his home. There will be a session on Blogging 101 and you tube and on cellular bullying with text messaging. In February they will have a forum on prescription drugs bringing in Tara Kuipfers from Beatrice to talk about some of what they have done in Gage County. The Prom Committee is ramping up. Red Ribbon week’s skate event attracted 300 kids. Malcolm did an art contest and winners art was put on stickers for popcorn bags. 
A statewide trunkline to report underage drinking parties will be kicked off in February. Cards have been printed to distribute with a number in Kansas that is then redirected to local police, sheriff or state patrol depending on the area. The cost to the state is about $500/month and the hope is that these calls can be tracked and counted to see what and where calls are generated.

Kit passed around a Milwaukee Journal Sentinel paper with a series called “Wasted in Wisconsin” which highlights various counties and details of lives lost to alcohol abuse. She thought it might be something to look at for Nebraska – to share data with the papers here and see if they might replicate something similar.
- Treatment and Juvenile Justice: Patte said a meeting with Senator Amanda McGill was set up in early December to discuss problems agencies and those involved in criminal justice see with youth in the system. Suggestions were given for the state Children in Crisis task force. The Juvenile Justice team met with Maya Chilese and Jeff Schmidt from HHS last month. There are a lot changes happening within the system and communication to keep on top of things has been helpful. Treatment team meetings will be held jointly with CSI Behavioral Health meetings to save some crossover time with joint members. The idea has been received with enthusiasm so far…. 
- Faith Partners: Angela has started to work part time as the Faith Partners coordinator. In December she asked previous contacts to get together to assess their interest and there was not good attendance. She will continue to try to get people back on board but would prefer to start

locally rather than bring in the national people at this point. Efforts will continue. 

- Meth360: Erin passed out a presentation schedule of meth 360 to date. Since the end of July there have been 21 presentations with 899 people attending. The target number is 1,000 by June

which should be easily met. The local information will be put on the SAAC website and the next

meeting with Joy Citta will include discussion of whether the program is appropriate for City TV.

Patte said the nationwide research continues to progress slowly. It was difficult to find the right contacts in different cities at first and many report that information on what local authorities did with data was not something shared nationally and that might be a worthy conference or conference call agenda item with DOJ officials. Efforts continue. Cornhusker Place scheduled for data collection in autumn and spring. No reports are available yet.
- LAAPP: Linda announced that she and Patte attended the SPF SIG meeting this week and would really like part of this initiative to include a call to action on legislative issues. It was discussed briefly at the meeting. The list of Evidence-Based practices approved by the feds is

fairly limited and there is a worry that Lancaster County will have to prove their own projects are worthy of consideration by a board. The executive team will meet Friday to start looking at the data and move forward. Duane and Joyce are finishing up the key informant interviews this week.

There is still an issue of how to reach the 18 to 25 non-student population. Linda was encouraged that Fred Zwonechek said that since the project will be research based that access to the database of drivers in this age group will be allowed. She is also working on a DOE grant to implement an online survey of all seniors admitted to the five local colleges. Attitudes and behaviors will be assessed and this should give some valuable information of the incoming class. They have found that the highest risk population is in the service industry and have thought trying to get more information directly from that industry might also be helpful.

Kit asked if there was a means to tap into that age group in a faith based setting. There is a group of lay leaders at UNL who engage about 600 kids regularly. Would it be possible to get that group involved in something like a safe rides home program. Linda said the Greeks have the Sober Sisters program but reaching out to local ministries might be worth a try.

Evaluation: Joyce said most of the efforts currently expended are with SPF SIG priorities.
Gambling: Kit said this is the third and last year for funding and asked what the goal for finishing up the grant is. She said she didn’t realize you could go online with a credit card and

gamble for money at black jack or other casino games and this might be something parents need to know about. Teri said she would put this on the list for the computer forums in the high schools.  
New Business:

- Conference: Kit reminded everyone of a SAMHSA grant available for a Knowledge Dissemination Conference for $50,000 due 3/31 and wondered what we were thinking regarding a SAAC conference. Patte mentioned Dennis Embry with the Paxis Institute in Tucson. Region 5 is planning on bringing him in – possibly now in August. He discusses a variety of EBPs dealing with substance abuse prevention and could be a good fit to cover both areas. Linda said she would like to bring in the substance abuse research cluster and mentioned Rick Bevans, Ian Newman and Dan Hoyt (head of the epi work group). She thought it might be very interesting to bring in Embry, UNMC, Creighton and UNL folks for a research to practice forum. Kit agreed that a Research and Reality conference to merge the researchers with people working in the field would be valuable for both. Community organizing by researchers was mentioned as a topic.
Linda and Kit will discuss the possibilities when Ian returns.

- Mix it up Grant: Kit suggested LCAD look into a youth grant for $500.

- Mentoring Grant: Patte will check with Charlotte Olsson about whether these are annual and what is involved.
- MADD:  Linda has a meeting with Sim so will ask about their legislative issues this year and let us know. 

Next Meeting: Monday, March 2 at 8:30 a.m. at Kit’s Office.
